IDK, My BFF Jesus?
Every Cabinet member is sitting in a line texting.
Amanda: LOL! ILY!

Someone holds up sign that says, “Laugh out loud! I love you!”
Shawn: ZUP? NMH.
Sign says, “What’s up? Not much, here.”
Sara: LMAO! OMG!

Sign says, “Laugh my arm off! Oh my geezy!”

Carrie: PIMLP!
Sign says, “Peeing in my pants laughing!”

Mycal: GTG! LYL!

Sign says, “Got to go! Love you lots!”
Kelsey: GR8! CYA!

Sign says, “Great! See you!”

Anita: JK! COS.
Sign says, “Just kidding! Change of subject.”

Tim: KIR Dude.
Sign says, “Keep it real, dude.”

Madison: SOS! SOS!
Sign says, “Sibling over shoulder! Sibling over shoulder!”

Pete and Jan walk over.
Jan: Come on guys! This is winter retreat! No cell phones allowed! Who could you possibly be texting?

Shawn: IDK, my BFF Jesus?

Sign says, “I don’t know, my best friend forever Jesus?”

Jan: Nice try. OK. Phones in the basket if you please.

Everyone puts their cell phones in Jan’s basket.
Pete: You know, that basket reminds me of a Bible story. Do you know which one? 

Madison: The story where Moses’ mom floats him down the river in a basket? And he just happens to land at the feet of Pharaoh’s daughter? 
Pete: Well, that’s not the one I was thinking of. But you’re right that story does have a basket in it. But try again. Any guesses? 
Amanda: I got it! The little boy with the two loaves of bread and the five fishes. Or was it five loaves of bread and two fishes? Either way, his lunch was in a basket, right?
Pete: Right. 

Jan: And it was five loaves of bread and two fishes. 

Carrie: That’s a lot of bread. He must have had a lot of energy from all those carbohydrates. 

Kelsey: They were probably small.

Carrie: Oh.

Jan: I think we’re getting away from the point here. 

Kelsey: Sorry.

Pete: Yes. Back to the story. So there was a crowd of people that had gathered to listen to Jesus speak. 5,000 in all.

Tim: Is that an exact number? Weird that it happened to come out so even.
Pete: The Bible says 5,000. So we’ll say it was perfectly even. 

Tim: Cool. 

Pete: Alright so we have 5,000 people in this crowd. And it’s lunchtime. And they are hungry. And do they have anything for lunch?

Mycal: Nope.

Jan: That’s right.

Shawn: This must have been before the days of Boy Scouts. How else could they have come so unprepared?

Pete: Uh, right. So Jesus told his disciples to gather up some food for the crowd. And all they found was this one little boy who had packed a lunch of bread and fishes. 

Mycal: I don’t get why you say fishes. I thought the plural form of “fish” was “fish.” 
Anita: I think it can go either way.

Jan: So the disciples find the lunch of the little boy. Then what happens guys? 

Sara: Jesus tells them to bring it to him, right? And then he turns it into a feast that can feed the whole crowd. I think there were even leftovers. 

Jan: Yes! A serious answer! Good job Sara. 

Sara: Thanks.

Pete: So about those leftovers, what do you think happened to them?

Madison: I know! Pick me! Pick me!

Pete: Go ahead Madison. 

Madison: They were put into baskets! 12 in all!

Amanda: Wow, I think that conversation just went full circle.

Kelsey: It’s like a total déjà vu feeling. 

Pete: But you guys are almost to the point so hang on one more minute. 
Jan: I know where you’re going with this. May I cut in?

Pete: Be my guest. 

Jan: OK, so this little boy did something very important by sharing his lunch.
Anita: He kept people from getting all hungry and grumpy.

Jan: Yes, but there’s more. 

Shawn: He allowed people to witness a miracle which probably strengthened their believe in Jesus.

Pete: Now we’re talking. Let’s just go a little bit deeper.

Carrie: Like a ground hog. Or a weasel. Wait. I don’t actually know if weasels live underground. You know, I’ve never actually seen a weasel. 

Amanda: For Pete’s sake, Carrie!

Pete: What do I have to do with this?

Jan: Alright. Focus. One more time. What was so important about this little boy’s actions?

Sara: I think it’s that he is using what he has, for the good of everyone. It’s like he’s using his gift of a packed lunch to glorify God. 

Jan: Perfect!

Pete: You just hit the nail on the head.

Madison: I don’t like that expression. I feel like people should say, “You just pinned the tail on the donkey.”

Kelsey: Well, I think most of us, at least, have grasped the concept. 

Jan: I think you’re right. So now let’s apply this story to you guys. You all seem to have a cell phone obsession. How can you use that to glory God?

Anita: Is that even possible? It’s not like we have God’s phone number. 

Tim: But we don’t need it. We have prayer.

Pete: That’s true. But I still think you all can use your phones to glorify God. Any ideas as to how?
Sara: Well, there’s one lady at my church who lives alone. I don’t think anyone even visits her. I could call her up and chat and just tell her I was thinking of her. 

Jan: That’s an excellent idea.

Amanda: The next time I call this one friend I have at school, I could invite her to Sunday school. I know she doesn’t go to church, and she’s really missing out.

Pete: You guys have really caught on. 

Carrie: So can we have our phones back now?

Jan: Hmmm…let me think about that for a second…NW!

Sign says, “No way!”
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